480   AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  CHILD  STUDY
During the period when boys and girls are making their
social adjustments to one another, they tend to avoid adult
supervision. They want to work out their social relation-
ships for themselves and to be accepted by the group on their
own merits. A solicitous teacher or parent cannot bestow
the gift of popularity on any boy or girl. It must be
achieved. Children of these ages frequently show indiffer-
ence to social conventions and impatience with the little
acts of politeness which seem to have no reason for their
existence. The attitude of independence toward social cus-
toms and those who enforce them is one source of conflict.
Leadership becomes more prominent during these years.
The preferred leaders usually appear to be superior (but not
very superior) to the group in intelligence, somewhat extro-
verted, lively, courageous, and physically superior. Children
who are gentle, friendly, and charming frequently become
a center of attraction, though they are not likely to be
placed in positions of leadership.
Children in these grades show positive and negative at-
traction for one another. Moreno,45 by a simple technic
of asking school children to name two of their classmates
next to whom they would like to sit, was able to draw
"sociograms" showing the network of attractions and re-
pulsions existing within groups. In the fourth grade and the
years following an increasing proportion of mutual pairs
of friends and an increasing complexity in interrelations
became evident. At the same time there was an increase
in "unattached" children. After thirteen years of age, there
were numbers of children isolated from other members of
the group because of attitudes which members of the group
had formed with respect to one another.
EMOTIONAL    DEVELOPMENT
Increased emotional control may be expected during this
period. Fears should decrease; caution increase. All kinds
45 J. L. Moreno, Who Shall Survive? A New Approach to the Problem of
Human Interrelations. Washington, D. C.: Nervous and Mental Diseases
Publishing Company, 1934.